Explore
what’s
on your
doorstep
ST ALBANS

13 to 22 September 2019

St Albans Civic Society, in
conjunction with the Herts
Advertiser, is pleased and
proud to be bringing you this
special local guide for
Heritage Open Days.
Details will also appear on
the Council’s tourism website
www.enjoystalbans.com

Heritage Open Days was
established in 1994 as
England’s contribution to the
European Heritage Days.
The idea behind it was to
raise appreciation of our rich
and diverse cultural assets
and the need for their care
and protection.
It has since grown into this
Country’s largest heritage
event.

Most attractions are FREE
unless otherwise stated.

claustrophobia should not attempt it. The
Cathedral reserves the right to refuse visitors
admittance to the Tower and Roof Spaces.
Archives Tour
Monday 16 Sept 11.00 and 14.00
Go behind the scenes of the Cathedral’s
amazing archives! With a member of the
archives team as your guide, see some of the
photographs, manuscripts and drawings which
tell fascinating stories of the cathedral and abbey.
Tree Tours
Saturday 21 Sept 11.00 & 14.00

Abbey Gateway Tours
Sunday 22 Sept
Hourly tours10.00 to16.00
Tour of the most complete medieval gateway in
England including a museum relating to the
history of St Albans School founded in 948 AD.
No booking required.

Get some fresh air and join one of our Cathedral
Guides on this tour of the Cathedral grounds.
Discover the history of some of the city’s oldest
trees, how they were used and some royal
connections on this family friendly trail.
Children’s self-guided graffiti trail
Thursday 12 Sept to Sunday 22 Sept

Disabled access to ground floor only. Max 25
people per tour/session. Narrow spiral
staircases with steep steps.

Throughout Heritage Open Days, use one of
our trails to explore the building and find some
of our medieval graffiti along the way!

Adjacent to the west front of the Cathedral.
Five minutes from the city centre.
St Albans School, Abbey Gateway AL3 4HB

St Albans Cathedral, Sumpter Yard
St Albans AL1 1BY
www.stalbanscathedral.org

St Albans Cathedral
Tower Tours
Saturday 14 Sept 10.00, 11.30, 13.00 & 14.30
Sunday 15 Sept 14.00 & 16.30.
Climb the 211 steps up to the top of the oldest
Cathedral tower in Britain and experience
fantastic views of St Albans. On the way up,
explore the roof spaces and visit the ringing
and bell chambers, before the final climb onto
the roof of the tower.
Access information for Tower Tours
There are 211 steps, mostly in a steep and
narrow medieval staircase.Visitors taking this
tour need to be fit enough to manage such a
climb. Anyone who suffers from vertigo or
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access to the upper rooms and roof are up a
steep and narrow medieval stone spiral staircase.
We have a short film which can be seen in the
ground floor room which follows the climb to
the roof and shows the view from the top.
Contact for the day: Jill Singer 07710 784960
Clock Tower, Market Place, St. Albans AL3 5DL
www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/visit/clock-tower
Check us out on Facebook

Dagnall Street Baptist Church
Saturday 14 Sept 10.00 to 18.00
Sunday 15 Sept 13.00 to 17.00

Clock Tower
Thursday 19 to Sunday 22 Sept
10.30 to 16.45
A unique survival of an English town Clock
Tower, built in 1405. Climb the 93 steps up the
atmospheric spiral stone staircase. See the
current Victorian working clock and the huge
medieval bell, Gabriel.You emerge onto the
roof where a telegraph station once
transmitted messages during the Napoleonic
Wars. Extensive views from the roof of St
Albans city, the Cathedral and the surrounding
countryside.
St Albans Clock Tower is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument and was built in 1405 by St Albans
citizens. It is the only medieval town clock tower
to survive in the country. Its bell was sounded
to tell people their own hours, instead of the
Abbey’s, when to get up and when to go to bed.
It also warned in times of alarm such as, in 1455,
the start of the first battle in the Wars of the
Roses that took place in the town centre
around it.
Free. No booking
required Sadly there is
no disabled access.
There are some steps
down into the ground
floor room from the
street and from there
4 Heritage Open Days

The home of one of England’s oldest Baptist
fellowships, the current church building dates
from 1885 and replaced the first chapel in
Dagnall Lane in 1720. St Albans Baptist’s are
first recorded as meeting in the village of
Kensworth around 1640.

Lofty Victorian Baptist Church built above a
lower hall circa 1885. Refurbished in 2003.
Features are the Baptistry in the Apse, mosaic
floor of the Choir and the Bevington organ.
There is a stained glass window, unusual for
non-conformist churches of the time.
Interesting archival material is on display.
Cross Street Centre Café open for the sale of
refreshments Mon to Sat 10.00 to 14.00.
No booking required.
Wheelchair access can be arranged via Cross
Street Centre. Families and children welcome.
Upper Dagnall Street, St Albans AL3 5EE
www.dsbc.org.uk

De Havilland Aircraft Museum

About Ballito – the story of the former hosiery
mills right in the centre of Fleetville (above).

Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 Sept
10.30 to 17.00 last entry 16.00

Beaumont Avenue – the third in our series of Right
Up Our Street projects, all about the oldest road
of any kind in the district by a thousand years.

Visit the oldest aircraft museum in the UK, run
by volunteers. See the restoration of de
Havilland aircraft and many inspiring projects.
Heritage Open Days visitors presenting this
leaflet enjoy two adult admissions for the price
of one or two children’s admissions free with
two charged adult admissions.
Salisbury Hall, London Colney AL2 1BU
www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk 01727 826400

Fleetville Community Centre:
Fleetville Diaries
Saturday 14 Sept 14.00 to 17.00
An opportunity to visit this converted 1940s
temporary emergency war nursery building.
A three-in-one exhibition curated by Fleetville
Diaries, the local history group.
The former nursery building, still in use as a
thriving community centre, now has a short
remaining lifespan – exciting plans for a new
community centre building are underway.
Meanwhile, we can discover the history of this
unusual structure, with its low ceilings, remaining
air raid shelters and underground tunnels.
Fleetville Diaries has curated three small
exhibitions especially for you:

A celebration of Frederick Sander,
the Orchid King (top right) and
his artist son-in-law Henry
Moon (bottom right), together
with a review of the Sander
Tribute Day held on 23 July at
Hatfield Road Cemetery.
A short talk about the history
of the current Community
Centre building, followed by a
short GUIDED WALK around
Fleetville streets and alleys; how
Fleetville grew from its beginnings in 1897.There
will be two identical walks, at 14.30 and 16.00.
No booking required
Max number per walk 20. Family friendly but no
dogs or buggies please as footpath space is
sometimes restricted. Level surfaces, no steps,
wheelchair friendly.
Contact number for the day: 07788 591331
www.stalbansowneastend.org.uk
Fleetville Community Centre, Royal Road,
St. Albans, Hertfordshire AL1 4LQ
Royal Road is a cul de sac off Hatfield Road.
Look out for Fleetville Recreation Ground, and
on the opposite side of Hatfield Road is
Morrison’s supermarket and its large car park.
Heritage Open Days 5

Kingsbury Barn
Thursday 12 to Sunday 15 Sept
10.00 to 17.00
Dacorum and Chiltern
Potters Guild will be
exhibiting and selling their
work in this Grade II* listed
barn, built in 1374, with its
soaring wooden interior.
Demonstrations and Have-a-go from 13.00 to
16.00 Sat and Sun afternoon. DCPG is a charity
promoting pottery and encouraging people to
enjoy creating with clay.

Arts Demonstration; Tricycle Jousting;
refreshments; medieval music.
£10 (members of The Friends of St Michael’s
Church £7.50), child £5, families £25
Pay on the door or book at
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medieval-daze-tickets66162330311
No parking anywhere in Kingsbury Mews.
Disabled parking inside the barn’s gates. Enter
via Branch Road, St Albans AL3 4SE
Nearest car park is at Verulamium.
Medieval Days is in support of Friends of St.
Michael’s Church. Membership Secretary Guy
Marshall guymarshall31@yahoo.co.uk
membership £5 per year

MEDIEVAL DAZE
St Michael’s Church,Tuesday 17 Sept 19.30
My Life and Times in Music
Harry Christophers, founder of The Sixteen,
one of the world’s leading choral groups, talks
about The Sixteen and the music that inspires
him, Scarlatti to Led Zeppelin.
£10 (£7.50 for members of The Friends of St
Michael’s Church) £5 children.
Kingsbury Barn, Friday 20 Sept 19.30
“Remembering King Arthur:Tales from Logres”
Storytellers Sue MacMillan and Hannah McDowell
bring to life the ladies and knights who were the
glory and downfall of Camelot, tales that shape
Britain and echo in Game of Thrones, Lord of
the Rings and Monty Python and the Holy Grail.
£10 (members of The Friends of St Michael’s
Church £7.50) £5 children
Saturday 21 Sept 10.00 to 20.00
Talks, demonstrations and activities all day for
all the family at Kingsbury Barn, including
acclaimed Fantasy Painter and Conceptual
Artist Chris Achilleos Talking About Dragons;
Arms & Armour from Film & Television with
Armourer Terry English; Build Your Own
Dragon Crafts for Kids; Learn some AngloSaxon; Have-a-Go Nerf Archery; Learn
medieval dancing; Sherwood Forest Bowyer Pip
Bickerstaffe Builds a Medieval War Bow;
Maester Terry Brown: Medieval English Martial
6 Heritage Open Days

St Michael’s Church
Friday 13 Sept to Tuesday 17 Sept
09.30 to 17.00
Wednesday 18 Sept
11.00 to 17.00
Thursday 19 Sept to Friday 20 Sept
09.30 to 17.00
Saturday 21 Sept
09.30 to 12.00
Sunday 22 Sept
09.30 to 17.00
St Michael’s was built over the site of the basilica,
the headquarters of Roman Verulamium. It was
probably here that Alban was tried for being a
Christian before he was executed outside the
town walls, perhaps where the Abbey now
stands. It was the connection with Alban which
probably drew the first Christians to this site.
During the High Middle Ages, St Michaels was
controlled by the Abbey in part to support
pilgrims who were making their way to Alban’s
shrine. Its identity today is firmly grounded as a
parish church serving the needs of its local
community.
The oldest parts of the present church date
before the Norman Conquest. It is the most
extant Anglo Saxon building in Hertfordshire.
Highlights include: an early medieval interlaced

carved stone cross –
introduced from Italy in
the C20th; a few
medieval tiles in the
Lady Chapel; C14th
brasses; a C15th roof
and carved corbels; late
medieval paintwork
surviving on a rare
Doom scene, a nave
lancet, and a roof
beam; two latemedieval doors; a
C15th octagonal font –
now known to have
been unusually carved from a single piece of
stone; a recently rediscovered pre-Reformation
altar stone; a pulpit and table from the late
C16th/early C17th; a famous C17th memorial
to Francis Bacon; a royal coat of arms from the
reign of Charles II; C19th stained glass; C19th
oak pews – largely dating from George Gilbert
Scott’s reordering in the 1860s and some of
which incorporate early modern linenfold
panelling. Eight bells in the tower date from the
C18th, C19th and C20th.

elements and a new glazed entrance door lets
you look in from the street. There is a stunning
modern stained glass memorial window. A self-led
trail explains the key features of the church. Special
displays trace the history of the congregation. Light
refreshments, musical interludes.
No booking required.
Step-free access via the Hall door.
Visitors are welcome at our Sunday 10.30 service.
Marlborough Road, St Albans AL1 3XG
www.mrmc.org.uk
We are also on Facebook and Twitter

St Michael’s Street, AL3 4SL
www.stmichaels-parishchurch.org.uk

Marlborough Road
Methodist Church
Saturday 14 Sept 10.00 to 16.00
A fine late 19th century Methodist Church,
sympathetically refurbished in 2017.The pews have
gone but new lighting has enhanced the traditional

Redbournbury Mill
Saturday 14 Sept 09.00 to 13.00
Sunday 15 Sept 12.00 to 17.00
Saturday 21 Sept 09.00 to 13.00
Sunday 22 Sept 12.00 to 17.00
18th century restored working water mill
producing organic stone-ground flours and bread.
Museum, milling demonstrations and artisan
bakery on site.
No booking required.
Not suitable for children under 5.
Ground floor wheelchair access only.
Redbournbury Lane AL3 6RS
(just off A5183 Redbourn Road)
www.redbournburymill.co.uk
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Smallford Station & Alban Way
Heritage Society
Saturday 14 Sept 10.00 to 16.00
Smallford Station is a unique, 150-year-old,
Grade 2 listed building that stands on the Alban
Way (the track bed of what used to be the
Hatfield- St Albans Railway Line). It is owned by
a private company and not open to the public.

Roman Theatre
Saturday 8 Sept Free 10.00 to 17.00
(Also open daily but admission charges apply.)
The Roman Theatre of Verulamium is unique. Built
in about 140AD it is the only example of its kind
in Britain, being a theatre with a stage rather than
an Amphitheatre. The ruins one can see today
were unearthed in 1847 and 1935. Subsequent
excavations in 1957 and 1961 revealed a row of
shop foundations, a Roman Villa and a secret
shrine, all thought to date from the First Century.
Wheelchair access, which allows a user to view
the main areas of the arena and limited parking.
Roman Theatre, Gorhambury Drive,
St Albans AL3 6AE 01727 835035
romantheatre@gorhamburyestate.co.uk
www.gorhamburyestate.co.uk/The-RomanTheatre

Roman Mosaic and Hypocaust
Thursday 6 to Saturday 8 Sept 10.00 to 16.30
Sunday 9 Sept 14.00 to 16.30
View a fine mosaic with hypocaust, a precursor
of central heating, in the remains of a Roman
Town House from around 200AD.
Verulamium Park, St Albans AL3 4SW
8 Heritage Open Days

Here’s an opportunity to meet some of our
enthusiastic Society members and l see Smallford station and platform
l view some memorabilia and an exhibition
illustrating the history of the Station, the
Hatfield-St Albans Railway it served and the
impact these had on surrounding communities
l view our plans for improving the
environment around the station and renovate
and install a railway goods van body
l participate in a family-friendly guided walk
from Smallford Station to Nast Hyde Halt: less
than 1 hour return along a flat, tarmacked footand cycle-path and suitable for people of all
ages and abilities
l enjoy light refreshments and drinks provided
by Colney Heath WI
For the past 6 years, a group of enthusiastic
volunteers with a wide range of interests,
knowledge and skills (around local history and
heritage, railways, nature, walking…) have been
researching the history of the Station and
Railway and the influence they had on
surrounding communities.
We delight in sharing what we’re doing and
what we’ve learnt - through our website

(https://smallford.org/smallford-station/), giving
presentations, our travelling exhibition, a small
range of publications, our Facebook Group.
GUIDED WALKS – Smallford-Nast Hyde Halt
return: starting at 12.00 noon and 2.00pm
FREE PARKING – There are a limited number
of spaces in the Station Car Park and Station
Approach Road.
For further information email info@smallford.org

spaces. From the glittering galas and balls in the
Assembly Room to the Cells below where
prisoners were held, come and explore the
hidden stories of this local landmark. These tours
involve walking around the building and will finish
in the Cells.
Due to the historic nature of the spaces, the Cells
can only be accessed via a set of steps. Please let
us know if you have any additional access needs.
Free but ticketed (groups of 15 maximum)

St Albans Museum + Gallery
Monday to Saturday 10.00 to 17.00
Sunday 11.00 to 17.00
Maltings Art Prize exhibition
Tuesday 10 Sept to Wednesday 18 Sept
Maltings Art Prize 2019 supports and
encourages the development of art skills of
students of St Albans based schools.Young
people aged between 4 and 18 explored the
theme of ‘My St Albans’ to create this
exhibition of works. The winning entry’s School
Art Department will receive £1,000 and £250
for the overall winner. Free.

Meet the former Mayor and golf legend,
Samuel Ryder, and politician and confidante
to Queen Anne, Sarah Churchill.
Sunday 22 Sept 11.00 to 17.00

Town Hall Tour: Mayors,
Magistrates & Museums
Friday 13 Sept 14:30 – 15:30
Grand Staircase Gallery
Follow a knowledgeable guide through the newly
restored building to discover the fascinating
functions and features of the different historic

As part of Time Turn we will be bringing
characters from the city’s vibrant past to life
with stories and crafts for all the family to enjoy.
Come and meet two incredibly influential figures
with links to St Albans – the former Mayor and
golf legend, Samuel Ryder, and politician and
confidante to Queen Anne, Sarah Churchill.
Free. No booking required.
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100 Years of the Hertfordshire
Women’s Institute
27 July to 6 Oct
Old Waiting Room Gallery
Follow the history of the WI in Hertfordshire
from its beginning in Northaw and the progress of
the County Federation from 1919 to the present
day when it continues to provide friendship,
education and inspiration to women of all ages.
The Making of a Market Town:
Eastern Region Textile Forum
7 Sept to 3 Nov
Keeper’s Galleries
This exhibition explores the theme of the
market through textile art, looking at its
history, products, trading links and significance
to the local community. Focussed on St Albans,
the artworks reflect the rich tapestry of market
towns across the East of England and capture
their character and importance.
Museum Treasure Hunt with
the Breadcrumbs app
Play using your phone £4.99
Receive cryptic clues to your phone via text
and embark on a treasure hunt around the
museum. Discovering little known facts and
features in the historic spaces and learn more
about the fascinating objects on display.
St Albans Museum + Gallery, Town Hall,
St Peter’s Street, St Albans AL1 3DH
www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk

Verulamium Museum
Saturday 14 & 21Sept 10.00 to 17.00
Sunday 15 & 22 Sept 14.00 to 17.00
Enjoy free entry as we celebrate
Heritage Open Days.
Built on the site of one of the largest Roman
cities in Britain,Verulamium Museum is filled
with ancient treasures and some of the finest
mosaics outside of the Mediterranean. Drop in
with the entire family for free entry to this
10 Heritage Open Days

wonderful museum. Explore the wonders of
Roman life, immerse yourself in recreated
Roman rooms and admire the craftsmanship of
the intricate large-scale mosaics on display.
St Michael’s Street, St Albans AL3 4SW

St Peter’s Church
Sunday 15 Sept
Church 14.00 to 17.00
Tower Tours 15.00 and 16.00
There are historic displays and the tower is the
highest point in St Albans and offers spectacular
views, which can include the Wembley Arch and
Canary Wharf.
The tower has a narrow spiral staircase and, to
roof level, a very steep ladder. Access is subject
to weather and an age restriction. Under 9s not

allowed on the roof because of the steepness
and height of the last ladder. Max 12 people per
tour. Pre-booking preferred.
Church and Churchyard are free to explore but
Tower tour numbers are limited and places will
be allocated on the day on a first-come firstserved basis from 13.30.
The large churchyard has an orchard, wildflower
meadow, a storytellers’ circle and a Garden of
Hope with Tree of Life memorial sculpture.
St Peter’s Street AL1 3HG
www.stpeterschurch.uk.com

St Albans South Signal Box
and Railway Museum
Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 Sept
10.00 to 17.00
See how a Signal Box works, pull the levers
and ring the bells. See Thomas the Tank Engine
on the garden railway and ride behind a steam
engine in road outside the box. Refreshments
available in the Signal Box garden great, fun
for all from 3 to 93
This grade 2 listed Signal Box offers the
opportunity to see how signal boxes were
vital to the operation of the railway. Why not
come along and operate the garden signals
and points and see how they work, see the
collection of oil lamps that lit the stations and
signals, see the signs and adverts from the
days of steam and all this next to the live
Midland Main Line with 100 mph trains just
outside the windows.

Signalman as he
controls the trains
between Harpenden
and Napsbury by
ringing bells and pulling
levers. This is a fun
venue with lots to do
for all ages.
No booking required
Access to the operating
deck of the Signal Box is by a steep set of open
steps, all other areas accessible.
Contact for the day: Tony Furse 07986416472
The Signal Box is adjacent to St Albans City
Station on the west or town side of the railway.
Ridgmont Road, St Albans AL1 3AJ
www.sigbox.co.uk Facebook

St Albans Time Turn Festival
Sunday 22 Sept 11.00 to 17.00
Go back in time as St Albans turns back the
clocks! On the second weekend of Heritage
Open Days, St Albans will be celebrating our
heritage and the famous people who have lived
and worked here.
St Albans BID are delivering another exciting
event designed to encourage residents and
visitors to explore the history of the local area.
Classic cars, motorbikes, scooters and

Take tea in the signalman's garden while you
watch Thomas The Tank Engine and friends as
they run through the flower beds. See the large
photographic displays showing the railway in
St Albans as it was in days gone bye. Ride the
miniature railway in the road outside the
box and best of all watch the Duty
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commercial vehicles will line the streets and
businesses of all types, shops, restaurants, banks
and public houses will be joining in the fun
by creating their own retro feel.
Come along and enjoy live music and dancing!
Plus performances and activities relating to our
famous residents and the areas they influenced
like Arts, Science, Sports and Music will be held
throughout the day in various parts of the city.
Visitors can also follow a trail,which will take them
around the city stopping at points of interest to
answer a question about the history of the site.
There is a walking trail that will follow designated
pathways but if walking isn’t your thing feel free
to stay and enjoy the fun around you.

Samuel Ryder Exhibition
Sunday 22 Sept 10.00 to 17.00
The City Tour Guides are mounting their
exhibition on Samuel Ryder as part of Time
Turn. There is so much more to this amazing
man - politician, businessman, churchman - than
his golf and the Ryder Cup. The exhibition will
be held in the room that was his business office,
in what is now the Clarion Collection Hotel.
Free. No booking required. Fully accessible.
The Ryder Room, Clarion Collection Hotel,
Ryder House, 27 Holywell Hill,
St Albans AL1 1HG
01727 848849

The fun is on all day, stay as long as you like!
There will be music, performances, activities
and plenty of food and drink throughout the
day. Lots for the whole family to enjoy. Baby
change/breastfeeding facilities will be available
at a number of the businesses that are open.
No booking required.
www.enjoystalbans.com/timeturn
Directions
Follow the signs from the City or Abbey train
stations to the city centre and you’ll find us!
City Centre car parking is also available.
Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure the details supplied are accurate at the time of going to print.
If in doubt, please check with the venue direct.
Compiled by St Albans Civic Society. Designed by Roy Bellamy.
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